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CURRENT DECISIONS 4« 

The weight of authority, following Millikeh v. Pratt (1878) 125 Mass. 374, is 
that a married woman's capacity to contract is to be determined by the law of the 
place where the contract is made rather than by that of her domicile. A fortiori 
is this true where the place of making and the place of performance coincide, as 
here. The dissent seeks to bring the case within the rule as to contracts con- 
trary to the settled policy of the forum, being apparently influenced largely by 
the fact, not discussed by the majority, that the note was given to an Oregon 
assignee of a debt previously contracted in Idaho. Cf. as to extra-territorial 
effect of disability to contract marriage (1917) 27 Yale Law Journal 131. 



Constitutional Law— Equal Protection of the Laws— Ohio Workmen's 
Compensation Act. — The Compensation Act of Ohio provides for compulsory 
contribution by employers to a state insurance fund from which compensation is 
paid to injured employees ; but section 22 authorizes "employers who will abide 
by the rules of the state liability board of awards and may be of sufficient finan- 
cial ability or credit to render certain the payment of compensation," to pay indi- 
vidually and directly to the injured employees the compensation provided for in 
the Act. In proceedings to oust certain insurance companies from the franchise 
of writing accident insurance for such employers, the constitutionality of section 
22 was challenged on the ground that it prevented the Act from having a uni- 
form operation. Held, that the section was a valid enactment State v. United 
States Fidelity etc. Co. 

The constitutionality of other sections of the Ohio Act was upheld in Porter v. 
Hopkins (1914) 91 Oh. St. 74, 109 N. E. 629. As to the validity of compensation 
acts in other states, see (1917) 26 Yale Law Journal 618; 27 ibid. 136. 



Constitutional Law— Freedom of Contract— Minimum Wage Law for 
Women.— In 1915 Arkansas enacted "an act to regulate the hours of labor, safe- 
guard the health and establish a minimum wage for females." In proceedings by 
the State, the defendant contended that the portion of the act which relates to 
fixing wages was unconstitutional. Held, that the act was a valid exercise of the 
police power, being a regulation tending to guard the public morals and public 
health. McCullock, C. J., dissenting. State v. Crowe (1917, Ark.) 197 S. W. 4. 

A similar statute in Oregon was upheld by the Supreme Court of that state, 
and its decision was recently affirmed by the federal Supreme Court without 
opinion, the court being equally divided. Stettler v. O'Hara (1914) 69 Oreg. 519, 
139 Pac. 743; s. c (1917) 243 U. S. 629, 37 Sup. Ct. 475. Cf. The Oregon Ten 
Hour Law (1917) 26 Yale Law Journal 607. 



Constitutional Law— Qualifications of Voters— Woman Suffrage in City 
Elections.— The charter of East Cleveland conferred upon women the right to 
vote in city elections. The petitioner sought by mandamus to enforce her right, 
the defendant election officials contending that the charter provision violated 
Sec. 1, Art V of the Constitution which declares that "every white male 
citizen . . . shall have the qualifications of an elector, and be entitled to vote 
at all elections." Held, that the charter was valid since the Constitutional defini- 
tion of the qualifications of electors is controlling only in offices and elections of 
Constitutional origin or cognizance and does not embrace municipal elections. 
Jones, J., dissenting. State, ex rel. Taylor v. French {1917, Oh.) 117 N. E. 173. 

Many of the conflicting authorities are collected in the opinions. 



